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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BAGHDA 01244 271021Z 
ACTION SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO /016W 

094045 271201Z/43 

R 270840Z JUL 77 
FM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4811 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1244 

FOR A/SY AND NEA/ARN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: BAGHDAD COVERAGE - SECURITY 

1 . EMBASSY DAMASCUS HAS CABLED US THAT "A/SY HAS 
DIRECTED RSO DAMASCUS TO PERFORM BAGHDAD SECURITY 
SURVEY," (DAMASCUS 4485 NOTAL) AND "IF POST 
CONCURS, RSO DAMASCUS WILL PLAN VISIT USINT SECTION 
ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 18." (DAMASCUS 4549 NOTAL). 

2. POST APPRCIATES DAMASCUS RSO'S WILLINGNESS TO 
ASSIST BUT WOULD PREFER THAT SURVEY BE DONE BY RSO 
TEHRAN. MUTUAL ACCUSATIONS OF SABOTAGE AND 
ASSASSINATION BY SYRIAN AND IRAQI REGIMES AND IRAQI 
TENDENCY TO BELIEVE USG SUPPORTS SYRIAN INTELLIGENCE 
EFFORTS CREATES UNDESIRABLE CLIMATE FOR OFFICIAL 
VISITORS FROM DAMASCUS. THIS WOULD BE MORE THAN 
USUALLY THE CASE FOR ANYONE INVOLVED IN SECURITY 
MATTERS. 

3. POST APPRECIATES THAT RSO TEHRAN MAY HAVE SCHEDULING 
DIFFICULTIES THAT PRECLUDE HIS VISIT TO BAGHDAD IN 

NEAR FUTURE. IN ANY EVENT, IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 01244 271021Z 

TO VISIT POST AFTER NEW PRINCIPAL OFFICER IS ON BOARD 
IN SEPTEMBER. 

MACK 
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